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For this assignment, you will find a current article about an event/issue that is in the news. Your article should be retrieved from a "popular" website rather than scholarly articles found in peer-reviewed journals.  What this means is that you should look for an article on websites such as:  news.google.com (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. or sciencedaily.com.  For Both these website, look for the search engine.  Look for an article on a topic that was covered in the Berk's first three chapters we read about.  This includes the effect of teratogens (alcohol, marijuana, etc.) on prenatal development; new childbirth techniques; etc.  Find one that interests you.  Read your article.
To earn full credit, follow these instructions:
· Write 2-3 pages about the event and how it specifically relates to the course
· Only 1/2 page maximum should be devoted to summarizing the article.
· In the remaining 1.5 pages, demonstrate your understanding of how the event connects to the course
· Use theories and vocabulary found in the textbook.
· Discuss controversies about your chosen topic (if applicable).
· Explore new research in the discipline (if applicable).
· Provide a reference page 
· Full APA entry for the textbook
· Full APA entry for your article (however, you do not need to attach the article)
· Use in-text citations for the textbook and format them according to APA guidelines. Every single sentence that is not your own idea must have a citation at the end! You do not need to use citations for your article, but do NOT plagiarize. Please refer to the plagiarism tutorial in Module 0 if you are unfamiliar with how to do this. 
· Avoid informal language. Please don't use the same language as when you are texting.  Use an academic, formal tone.
· Use direct quotes very sparingly. It is best to paraphrase more often and cite the source properly using APA formatted in-text citations.
· You can download and use the abbreviated APA paper template[image: Preview the document]. 
I always grade papers using the following breakdown – 60% content, 20% organization/style, 20% grammar/mechanics/APA. 
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Prenatal Alcohol Use
Effects of teratogen on embryo and fetus development during prenatal period is a topic that is extensively covered by Berk. The article selected for this assignment focuses on alcohol as one of the most commonly used teratogen. First off, a teratogen is defined as any agent that interferes with the development of a fetus or embryo. Any words, ideas, or information from a source other than your own original thoughts, whether quoted, paraphrased, or summarized, should come with an in-text citation. 
The thesis of the essay is unclear. The last sentence of the introduction, the thesis should state what the essay is intended to prove and outline the supporting points that are intended to prove it, presenting the defining argument of the essay. That argument should directly answer the prompt.
The outlined supporting points of the thesis provide a framework for the essay. Each point should have a section of the body dedicated to it, ensuring that the essay is fully focused on pursuing the argument of the thesis. Teratogens may cause death of the embryo, congenital abnormalities to the fetus, and can also terminate the pregnancy entirely. 
Article Summary
The article reports on the findings obtained from a survey conducted on 471 pregnant women who consumed alcohol during pregnancy (Bandoli, 2019). The authors used the sample population to determine whether or not the amount of alcohol consumed determines the degree of effect it can cause on the developing fetus or embryo. The most important thing to understand from the course reading is that there are certain periods when teratogen are most dangerous. According to Berk (1996), this period falls in between two and twelve weeks of fetal development also known as the first trimester which is a period when differentiation or major organs and systems of the fetus are developing. 
The first consideration in regard to the effects alcohol has on the developing fetus is how it is distributed within the body once it is consumed by the mother. Alcohol is a solvent and a compound that is rapidly absorbed directly through the stomach. The article( When referring to sources, one should refer to specific sources and refer to them by their authors or titles. Where information comes from is as important as the information itself. Without a cited source, the audience has no reason to trust that the information is reliable, that you have represented it accurately, or even that it exists). reports that women who consumed alcohol more frequently, they are more likely to give birth to babies with facial and congenital abnormalities. 
In fact, the article puts it clear that binge drinking exposes a fetus to a high risk of developing fetal alcohol spectrum disorder. This disorder can make an embryo develop disproportionate face among other anomalies that may include heart conditions. Neurodevelopmental impairment is also a common anomaly, which can result from heavy alcohol consumption by a pregnant woman. The article found that these abnormalities are common among first-grade children in the United States. In fact, the article reports that 1.1 percent to 5.0 percent of the kids have FASD hence referring to condition as a major public health concern (Bandoli et al, 2019). (The paragraph has no room to explain and interpret the information, leaving these tasks in the audience's hand )
[bookmark: _GoBack]The issue reported on the article relates or connects to the course because the authors committed their efforts in finding out how much alcohol can cause detrimental effects on a fetus and embryo. It also connects to the course because it reports on how alcohol alters things like implantation. In chapter three, Berk (1996) discusses prenatal development and explains that if something goes wrong at this period the fetus or embryo is more likely to die. It can also have major structural abnormalities in heart, lungs, and the central nervous system. The central nervous system may not fully develop hence causing the infant to have retarded cognitive abilities. 
It also important to note here that alcohol contains some toxic compounds that affects neurodevelopmental process. The effect causes an infant to experience behavioral problems. The article talks about how parents who consume alcohol tend to have a hard time managing some behaviors portrayed by their young children. The problem was developed when the infant was still in the womb and could be managed well if the parent understands how they risked the child to developing it. Behavioral theory discussed in the course materials help in the understanding of how infants develops behavioral disorders. 
Conclusion
Alcohol is the most used teratogen. Frequent consumption can cause deformities during fetus development. For example, it can lead to a disproportionate face and retarded cognitive development. The article has shown that large consumption of alcohol for the longest time risks the child to the development of FASD. The authors made use of both cognitive and behavioral theories to explain patterns of prenatal alcohol use and how it affects infant development. 
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Strengths:
You've done a nice job of utilizing readily readable language. There are no noteworthy issues with reader comprehension. While other writing skills are important, they are ultimately moot in the absence of coherence. Writing is only useful if the audience understands the writer's intent. 
Suggestions:
The last sentence of your introduction paragraph should state your thesis. A thesis conveys your position on a topic and provides focus for your essay—basically, it is what you are hoping to accomplish or prove in this paper. A simple equation for a thesis statement might look something like this: Specific topic + your opinion or the claim+ your reasons = Thesis
You can structure your thesis like this: Topic is [opinion] because of X, Y, and Z.
or
Because of X, Y, and Z, Topic is/can be seen as/should/should not [opinion]
Try adding a thesis like this to the end of your introduction. 
Each body paragraph should clearly connect to the thesis statement by helping prove the point made in the thesis. Each paragraph is organized to build upon the other and should include a specific claim that supports the thesis statement and evidence that supports that claim. Here is an example of how a thesis statement and your body paragraphs should connect:
Thesis statement: This is important because (point 1), (point 2), and (point 3). 
-body paragraph 1 (point 1) -body paragraph 2 (point 2) -body paragraph 3 (point 3) 
The first instance of repeated issues are pointed out, and suggestions for corrections to be made are given where possible. Please use your writing resources as well as the given suggestions for corrections to help make revisions and improve your writing. 
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